
Nevada
Off-Road�
Naturalist�
Trail

Washoe�Lake�
State�Park�

to�
Virginia�City

Nevada Division of Natural Heritage

Nevada Off-Highway Vehicles Program

Nevada Division of State Parks

Presented by:

This guide features �� stops with activities 
ranging from wildlife viewing to a short 
hike. Each stop has information about the 
natural history of the area including 
wildflowers, animals, geology, and human 
history.

The trail follows the easiest route up to 
McClellan Peak and then down to Virginia 
City. The roads near the gravel pit and Jumbo 
Grade are well maintained but other 
sections can be rough and rocky. The trail is 
passable with a 4WD high-clearance vehicle. 
The trail follows city streets in Virginia City. 
Please use care on the steep and narrow 
streets - they can be very busy in the summer.

Before you start the journey up to Virginia 
City, you may want to check out some of the 
wildlife habitats within Washoe Lake State 
Park.

Contribute your wildlife observations along 
the trail through iNaturalist.org.

This trail passes through both private and 
public lands, along with sensitive habitats 
for rare species. Please stay on the 
established roads and trails to keep this 
route open to the public.

The trail is 14.5 miles long. It takes about 45 
to 60 minutes to drive the route with no 
stops. Plan an additional 2-3 hours to explore 
all of the stops. There are no restrooms or 
potable water along the route.

Trail�Overview Scan�this�code�to�
access��online�
versions�of�this�
map�with�extra�
stops�and�
information.�

https://heritage.nv.gov

https://ohv.nv.gov/

http://parks.nv.gov/

Wildflowers�Along�the�Trail
Carson Valley 
monkeyflower
A rare, tiny, annual plant 
with yellow flowers up 
to 1” wide. Found only 
from Washoe Valley to 
Carson Valley. Grows in 
sandy soils near Stop 1.

Snowy thistle
Native thistles up to 
6 feet tall with bright 
pink flowers and fuzzy, 
white stems and leaves. 
Grows on rocky hillsides 
in June and July. 
Pollinated by butterflies 
and hummingbirds.

Sulphur-flower 
buckwheat
Bushy buckwheat with 
yellow flowers. Up to 1 
foot tall and 3 feet wide. 
In many different 
habitats. Food plant for 
many butterflies and 
bees.

Daggerpod
Bright purple flowers in 
early spring. Stems with 
long, pointy fruits turn 
brown by summer. A 
fungse can turn the 
leaves yellow.

Woolypod 
milkvetch
Pink flowers in spring 
with white, fuzzy seed 
pods in the summer. 
Often growing around 
rocks or between 
large shrubs.

Small onion and blue 
butterfly
Early spring flower with 
pink petals that attract 
butterflies. Grows in 
sand or clay soils in gaps 
between shrubs.

Giant blazingstar
Large yellow flowers 
on a plant up to 3 feet 
tall. Flowers open at 
dusk and close during 
the day. Grows in 
roadsides and bare 
slopes.

Prickly Poppy
The large, white flowers 
with a yellow center 
resemble fried eggsand 
can be seen along 
roadsides all summer. The 
stem, leaves, and fruits 
are covered in prickles.

Gopher snake
Great rodent hunters. 
If threatened, they 
will hiss and shake 
their tail to imitate a 
rattlesnake but they 
are not venomous.

Checkerspot butterfly
Medium-sized butterflies 
with orange and black or 
brown markings. Their 
caterpillars feed on 
rabbitbrush.

Desert horned lizard
Their mottled coloring 
and flattened bodies 
help them hide in  
crevices. Their favorite 
food is ants but they 
will eat other insects.

Black-billed Magpie
Related to crows and jays, 
magpies are smart and 
adaptable. The black and 
white markings and long 
tail are easy to recognize.

Mule Deer
Named for their large 
ears. They usually 
travel in small bands 
and are most active 
near dawn and dusk. 
They like to eat 
shrubs and flowers.

Animals�Along�the�Trail
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