NOTICE OF INTENT TO ACT UPON A REGULATION
                   
                          Notice of Hearing for the Adoption of Regulations of the
                               Nevada Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles

The Nevada Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles (“NCOHV”) will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m., on June 15, 2015 at the Nevada Public Utilities Commission, 1150 East Williams St., Hearing Room B, Carson City, NV 89701 and will be linked by video-conference to the Public Utilities Commission, 9075 West Diablo Drive, Hearing room B, Las Vegas, NV 89148.  There is also a phone-in-telephone number, 712-432-1212, with a meeting ID, 957-738-378.  The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments from all interested persons regarding the adoption of regulations that pertain to Chapter 490 of the Nevada Administrative Code.

The following information is provided pursuant to the requirements of NRS 233B.0603:

This regulation is needed because NRS 490.068 directs the NCOHV to adopt regulations setting forth:  (1) who may apply for a grant of money from the Account for Off-Highway Vehicles; (2) procedures for awarding grants of money from the Account; (3) the manner in which applications for grants are to be submitted to the Commission; (4) that an applicant for such grant of money must provide information satisfactory to the Commission that the applicant has consulted with the requisite state, local, and federal governmental entities; and (5) the acceptable performance of work on a project for which a grant is awarded.  This proposed regulation carries out the statutory directive by creating a system for awarding grants and monitoring grantees in accordance with the requirements of NRS 490.068 and 490.069.

Sections 2-14 of this regulation provide definitions that are applicable to the awarding of grants of money from the Account for Off-Highway Vehicles.  Sections 15-19 of this regulation set forth the provisions with which a person must comply to qualify to apply to the Commission for a grant of money from the Account.  Section 21-23 of this regulation specifies the information that must be included within, and must accompany, an application requesting a grant of money from the Account.

Section 20 of this regulation provides for the Commission to appoint a Grant Scoring Committee to score the grant applications that are submitted.  Section 20 and 25 of this regulation specify what must be contained in a request for grant applications that is issued by the Commission.

Section 25-34 of this regulation set forth the manner in which applications for grants of money from the Account will be requested, publicized, and evaluated and approved or rejected.

Section 35-41of this regulation establish the manner in which the Commission will monitor and evaluate projects that are paid for, in whole or in part, by grant money that is distributed from the Account.

Pursuant to existing statute, Nevada off -highway vehicle owners pay an annual $20.00 sticker fee for an off-highway vehicle.  Following the adoption of the proposed regulation, revenue from the sticker sales will be used for off-highway projects, including trail maintenance and construction; better signage, off-road facilities, and safety programs; an improved public education/outreach effort; and additional law enforcement efforts.  Nevada off-highway-vehicle-funded improvements, coupled with better partnerships with the Bureau of Land Management, the United States Forest Service, Nevada State Parks, and all levels of government, will help ensure better off-road access and improvement projects for off-highway vehicle owners.  Business owners are not assessed any fees and will not experience any adverse effects from the proposed regulation.  Off-highway vehicle registration revenue and the corresponding off-road improvements will positively affect off-highway vehicle dealerships.
This regulation will allow the NCOHV to issue grant funds currently held in the Account for Off-Highway Vehicles to be utilized for off-highway vehicle projects.   The long-term effect will be to increase compliance in obtaining and maintaining off-highway vehicle registrations that lead to more projects benefitting off-highway vehicle communities and to economically develop a major industry in Nevada. 
Pursuant to NRS 490.069, five percent of the money in the Account for Off-Highway Vehicles is capped and reserved for the administrative costs of the Account including those costs associated with administering the grant fund awards.  This money will be used to enforce the statute and corresponding proposed regulation. 

There are no other federal, state, or local governmental regulations that overlap with the proposed regulation, and the proposed regulation is not required pursuant to any federal law.

The proposed regulation does not establish a new fee or increase and existing fee.  
Persons wishing to comment upon the proposed action of the NCOHV may appear at the scheduled public hearing or may address their comments, data, views, or arguments, in written form, to the NCOHV, 6015 South Virginia St., Suite E, Box 163, Reno, NV 89502.  Written submissions must be received by the NCOHV on or before 5p.m. June 14, 2015.  If no person who is directly affected by the proposed action appears to request time to make an oral presentation, the NCOHV may proceed immediately to act upon any written submissions.
A copy of this notice and the regulation to be adopted will be on file at the State Library, 100 Stewart Street, Carson City, Nevada, for inspection by members of the public during business hours. Additional copies of the notice and the regulation to be adopted will be available at NCOHV, 6015 South Virginia St., Suite E, Box 163, Reno, NV 89502, and on the NCOHV’s website www.nvohv.com, and in all counties in which an office of the agency is not maintained, at the main public library, for inspection and copying by members of the public during business hours.  This notice and the text of the proposed regulation are also available in the State of Nevada Register of Administrative Regulations, which is prepared and published monthly by the Legislative Counsel Bureau pursuant to NRS 233B.0653, and on the Internet at http://www.leg.state.nv.us.  Copies of this notice and the proposed regulation will also be mailed to members of the public upon request.  A reasonable fee may be charged for copies if it is deemed necessary.
Upon adoption of any regulation, the agency, if requested to do so by an interested person, either
before adoption or within 30 days thereafter, will issue a concise statement of the principal reasons
for and against its adoption and incorporate therein its reason for overruling the consideration urged against its adoption.
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