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Off-Highway Vehicles Program
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 1003

Carson City, Nevada 89701

Telephone (775) 684-2794

ohv.nv.gov

Minutes -- MEETING OF THE COMMISSION ON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES
Date and Time: Wednesday March 11, 2020 at 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Location: 
Primary: Legislative Counsel Bureau, 401 S Carson St. Carson City, NV 89701, # 3138
Alternate: Grant Sawyer Building, 555 E Washington Ave #5100, Las Vegas, NV 89101, #4412E
Call-In numbers to listen and participate in the meeting are listed below:
USA Toll-Free:

888-204-5984

ACCESS CODE:

7580217
1. CALL TO ORDER
Commissioner Mckay calls to order the meeting for Nevada Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Malone leads the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance
3. ROLL CALL OF THE COMMISSION MEMBERS
Commissioner Greg McKay – Snowmobile Riders, Present

Commissioner Sue Baker – NACO, Present

Commissioner Kevin Malone – Nevada Sheriff’s and Chief’s Assn. Present

Commissioner Charlie Cox – ATV Riders, Present

Commissioner Kevin Hill – Conservation, Absent

Commissioner Philip Fell – Motorcycle Racing, Present

Commissioner Brian Parks – Agriculture, Present

Commissioner Eddie Booth – Sportsmen, Present

Commissioner Michael Gerow – OHV Dealers, Present

Ex-Officio members 

Bureau of Land Management, Jamie Fields - Present
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, Sierra Brewer - Present
Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles, Yvonne Young Brown - Present
Nevada Department of Tourism and Cultural Affairs,  Devon Blunden - Absent
4. PUBLIC COMMENT   
Public comment will be taken at the beginning and end of the meeting and may be taken at the discretion of the Chair on agenda items listed for possible action.  Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per person.  The public may request that items be added to a future agenda.  Comment will not be restricted based on viewpoint.  No action will be taken on any matter raised during the public comment period that is not already on the agenda.  Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating and spelling their name for the record.

Forum restrictions and orderly business: The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place and manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks that antagonize or incite others are examples of public comment that may be reasonably limited.
No public comment is presented from Carson City, Las Vegas, or on the phone.
Lacey Barnett of Reno Area Dirt Riders wants to report a very successful cleanup day where 100+ Volunteers helped to cleanup a 5 mile radius on the north side of Peavine Mountain. 
5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION*
Commissioner McKay approves the agenda
6. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF December 10, 2019, MINUTES *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION* – Greg McKay, Chairman.
Commissioner Fell makes a motion to approve meeting minutes from December 10, 2019, Commissioner Parks seconds.

** Motion Passed **
7. NEVADA MAPPING COLLABORATIVE UPDATE *FOR DISCUSSION* – Holly Smith, Mapping Coordinator
The commission will hear an update on map production by the Nevada Mapping Collaborative. Two new members will be introduced and goals for 2020 will be presented
Holly Smith provides an update on the Nevada Mapping Collaborative. She details a staffing change towards more map production and less field work for the new field crew. The crew has a goal to produce one dirt page per week after spending the last year filling in the fabric of trails in the database. She hopes to use the crew to complete more research on the riding areas to provide tourism amenities. 

Nathan Brown- Silvera is introduced as the Field Crew Supervisor for the GBI OHV Mapping team. He provides a brief history of his time growing up in Nevada, attending University of Nevada Reno, and working on trails. His goals are to keep the team safe, collect accurate data for the public to use. He wants to make sure the published trails are sustainable and looks forward to seeing the project through to completion. 
Christina Hutchins is introduced as the OHV Field Technician. She holds a geology degree from Occidental college, and has a background working in GIS. Her tasks are is to collect geospatial data and produce OHV maps. She looks forward to her work in the program, and then hopes to pursue a master’s degree in geology, with remote sensing and spatial analysis.

Commission Mckay inquires how mapping locations are picked?

Smith mentions the OHV Survey that was completed previously. She states that all areas submitted by 1000+ responses have been mapped. She also wants to focus on locations that have differing management strategies with wilderness, Special management areas etc. to let riders know the rules on the ground for their riding areas. 65k+ miles in trails database, and 143 individual trail system.
Commissioner Cox asks to add a note to the OHV website that notifies users that the Flat Top Mesa access road is washed out and there is another access further west of Mesquite, NV. 

Commissioner Baker inquires about the integration of the citizen science program to allow riders to self-report trail conditions and favorite rides. She is also excited to have the field crew on board and mentions her interest in seeing Nathan progress to a future volunteer coordinator position.

Commissioner Fell is excited to see the maps filling and inquires about the forward movement on publishing single-track trails. Commissioner Fell also echoes Commissioner Bakers comments about collecting 

Holly thanks commissioner Fell for submitting data to the program but notes that she is only publishing trails acknowledged and accepted by the BLM. She will only post trails to the authoritative website if vetted by the land manager. Smith mentions another ongoing project that will integrate all recreational trails in the state to one application which will carry the ability for users to submit real time trail information. 

Commissioner Gerow asks about specifying the types of machines that will be limited to specific tracks. For example, motorcycle/atv/utv specific trails and difficulty levels for each.

Nikhil Narkhede enters one comment to remind commissioners that Silver State Offroad Alliance is identifying local clubs and riding areas to report trail damage and on the ground information. 

Larry Caulkins, Nevada 4wd association – inquires about difficulty levels for trails that allow 2-wheel vs 4 wheel ohvs. 

Holly does not want to publish difficulty levels due to the liability, and Nathan mentions that attributes such as trail surface are collected, and they are conservative when assigning difficulty levels.

Robert Adams makes a comment that many of his local trails were inventoried in 2009 and recommends using that previous data will be more efficient that redoing the work today. He recommends connecting with Polaris ride command and their database to share information.

8. NYE COUNTY OHV PARK PRESENTATION *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION*-- Danielle McKee, Samantha Kramer, Robert Adams, Nye County
The Commission will consider a revised scope of work presented by Nye County to build an OHV Park in Pahrump Nevada with a phase 1 budget of $150,000 as awarded during the December 10, 2019 OHV Commission Meeting.
Robert Adams and Samantha Kramer, Nye Co Grants Administrator provide a presentation of how OHV Grant Funds will be used to build their OHV park. Presentation is provided on the OHV.NV.GOV website. Samantha details additional grant funds that will be used to publicize their investment in OHV Recreation.
Nikhil clarifies that the funding was held up because OHV Funds should be used towards the following specific uses: dirt, water truck, loaders, and equipment and fencing are allowable uses of the funds.

Commissioner Fell makes a motion to keep the project moving forward, Commissioner Gerow seconds.
** Motion Passed **
9. Green Mountain OHV Trail Maintenance Update *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION* -- Kevin Dose, Great Basin Institute 
The commission will hear about the proposed Memorandum of Understanding between US Forest Service and the Nevada OHV Program to prioritize use of a Mini Excavator and Sutter 500 trail dozer for use on OHV Projects around the state. 
Sierra Brewer clarifies that the proposed understanding will require additional language from the USFS Grants & Agreements office to establish a final agreement.

Commissioner Fell voices his concerns about requiring a USFS Staff member to operate this equipment. He inquires how the equipment will be prioritized based on project and weather opportunities. 

Sierra clarifies the maintenance and replacement schedule of equipment in the USFS fleet and the need to place OHV projects on the trail crew work plan up to 18 months in advance. She states that if a project exists on the USFS work plan, the trail crew can mobilize resources within the week to ensure the work gets completed on time. 
Commissioner Baker seeks clarification on how the projects should be provided to the USFS 18 months ahead of time, then the trail crew can mobilize to complete the project at a weeks notice. 

Sierra is unable to provide clarification as she is not the trail crew supervisor. 

Nikhil recommends that the commission does not decide on the document today, but that commissioners send terms of the agreement to staff for a final agreement. He explains how the forest has worked in the past to schedule out maintenance of their trails and identifies the importance of obligating the equipment to OHV Trail projects. 

Counsel Anthony Walsh cautions the commission to not discuss terms of the agreement outside an open meeting and submit terms directly to Nikhil.

Commissioner Fell restates the hazards of limiting the use of this equipment to the USFS.

Commissioner Malone opposes use of State funds for the Federal government, and recommends the equipment is purchased for GBI, and used by GBI employees. 

Nikhil states the Green Mountain OHV project will continue with corridor clearing, and saw work to rehabilitate the trail. Only the purchase of the equipment is on hold, but the project will still move forward with GBI. He also suggests the possibility to purchase the equipment for the state and the program will loan the equipment out to specific projects.

Commissioner Mckay proposes a yearly allocation of funds to the USFS to guarantee the maintenance is completed.

Counsel Walsh recommends including this as an agenda item for the next meeting.

Larry Caulkins recommends language for the MOU to include use for ongoing maintenance, not just the completion of the project.

** No Action taken on Item 9 **
10. Authorization of OHV Program Discretionary Fund *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION* -- Nikhil Narkhede, Program Manager
The commission will consider allowing expenditures of additional grant funds not to exceed $50,000 per year total for projects that require additional funding to complete. The Commission will be notified when and how these project funds are used, with ability to revoke spending authority annually.
Nikhil explains that in previous agreements, a spending authority of 25% beyond the grant budget were allowed. He seeks clarification and the ability to spend up to $50k annually for projects that see overruns. Examples include increased contractor costs due to wear and tear on road maintenance projects, or increased employee costs. Two potential solutions would be to host more commission meetings or allow the use of this discretionary fund. When extra funds are being spent, the commission will be notified where and how the funds will be used.

Commissioner Fell states this is a good idea and relevant to OHV use. Project costs are difficult to nail down and recommends deferring to project managers on the ground to tell the commission about their requirements. He notes the need to keep a close eye on each project and how this is spent.

Commissioner Cox asks when these funds will be renewed.

Nikhil clarifies that the funds can be renewed at the December OHV Grant awards meeting.

Commissioner Fell makes a motion to approve #10, Commissioner Parks seconds.

Commissioner Booth opposes this motion.

** Motion passed **
11. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS AND DATE, FOR NEXT MEETING – Greg Mckay, Chairman
Commissioners may at this time recommend agenda items, dates and locations to the chairman for the next meeting. No deliberation or action will be taken on any information presented until the matter itself has been specifically included on the agenda as an item upon which action may be taken.
Agenda items to be included next meeting: 

· Commissioner Cox wants an update on out of state registrations

· Two additional positions to be included in the OHV Program

· Update on USFS MOU

· Update on how to make OHV Registrations easier

· Commissioner Baker requests proposals for the next OHV Summit

· SSORA project update

· NAC workshop meeting will follow the OHV Commission meeting

· A meeting date will be confirmed later.
12. PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comment will be taken at the beginning and end of the meeting and may be taken at the discretion of the Chair on agenda items listed for possible action.  Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per person.  The public may request that items be added to a future agenda.  Comment will not be restricted based on viewpoint.  No action will be taken on any matter raised during the public comment period that is not already on the agenda.  Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating and spelling their name for the record.

Forum restrictions and orderly business: The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place and manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks that antagonize or incite others are examples of public comment that may be reasonably limited.
Paul Quade, Esq, SSORA – requests to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. Introduces Genny Wilson as the Outreach Coordinator. SSORA has identified 50 ohv groups, put together a brochure for information. Mathew Giltner is touring with groups around Eastern and Southern Nevada. Quade details a hard look at OHV Economic Impact studies and his interactions with Professor Steinman, UNR, to update the Economic impact studies. He will be working with Division of Outdoor Recreation to include OHV Recreation in their impact studies. Concerned with impacts of County Lands Bills on outdoor recreation economies. Bridging the gap with OHV Businesses are also being contacted. A group is lined up to maintain the hunter lake access area and will be submitting for an OHV Grant. Genny is focused on building an OHV User Survey and attending events with SSORA presence, notably at the RV & Boat Show on March 25- 29
Francisco Real – OHV Rider – Two ways to handle safety issues include using overlays that cover trail closures, safety hazards, and land management layers. This information should be distributed through clubs, web links and social media.
13. ADJOURNMENT *FOR POSSIBLE ACTION*-- Greg McKay, Chairman
Commissioner Gerow makes a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Malone seconds.

Meeting adjourned.
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